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THE BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 


November 30th and December Ist 
Columbus, Ohio 
LORENCE BAYARD HILLES, National 
Chairman of the Woman’s Party, announces 
the Conference program as follows: 


Conference Chairman: Helen Robbins Bittermann 


Saturday, November 30th 
Hotel Deshler-Wallick 
Registration 
M. Luncheon in honor of return emissaries 


of the National Woman’s Party from 
Copenhagen and Geneva 


Toastmistress—Laura M. Berrien, Na- 
tional Treasurer 


Address of Welcome: Mayor of Columbus 


Greetings from Mrs. Helen Robbins Bitter- 
mann, Conference Chairman 


12:00 M. 
1:00 P. 


Speakers: The Emissaries to Copenhagen 


and Geneva 
7:45 P.M. Mass Meeting, Mrs. Valentine Winters, 
Ohio State Chairman, presiding 
Speakers on Equal Rights Amendment and 
Equal Rights Treaty. 
Sunday, December Ist 
| Hotel Deshler-Wallick 
10:00 A.M. Business Session, Mrs. Harvey Wiley, Na- 
tional Vice Chairman, presidi 
Statements and Reports from State Chair- 
men and Committee Chairmen 
General Discussion 
1:00 P.M. Luncheon 


Speakers on Recent Attacks on Right of 
Women to Work 


Headquarters for Conference—aAll sessions, including 
a 9g and mass meeting, will be at the Deshler- 


Reservations—Reservations for luncheons must be made 
by Friday, November 29th. Check or money-order 
must accompany reservations. Make checks pay- 
able to Helen Robbins Bittermann, 1259 West Sixth 
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. 


Inquiries regarding the Conference should be addressed 
to Helen Robbins Bittermann, 1259 West Sixth Ave- 
nue, Columbus, Ohio. 


CONFERENCE PREPARATIONS 


LARA SNELL WOLFE, National Organiza- 
tion Chairman of the Woman’s Party, writes 
concerning the Conference preparations: 

It took me a week to accomplish my task in Michi- 
=. The first night I was in Detroit, Mrs. Lucia V. 
rimes, former Michigan Chairman, came to the hotel 
after her night class and at once arranged a meeting 
for the following night. At this meeting I talked Con- 
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Price Five Cents 


ference and ization. Several members promised 
to come to the Conference. 

I also conferred in Detroit with Mrs. Emma Fox, 
National Parliamentarian of the Woman’s Party, con- 
cerning the Conference. 


Mrs. George Hendrie of Detroit consented to be treas- 
urer for the National Organization Committee. 

Mrs. Lulu E. Bachman of Detroit agreed to be or- 
ene chairman for Michigan. She will probably 
orm her first organization in Grand Rapids, where 
the married women teachers have been put out of the 
public schools. 


Since I had made a beginning last summer in Ann 
Arbor, I made two trips there and succeeded in forming 
an organization of the Second Congressional District, 
with 18 members. Mrs. C. Georg is chairman and Miss 
Edith Koch, treasurer. This organization has a fine 
start. The president of the Women’s City Club, a up 
of 600 women, was among those to join. Mrs. Senne 
can give a great deal of time to the work and others 
are interested in helping to build up the organization. 

On the way back I spent a day in Toledo and dis- 
covered interest there. Two women lawyers and a 
newspaper woman, a Mrs. Belknap who a former 
Detroit member, and Mrs. Bruyere are all planning 
to drive to the Conference. I want to go back to Toledo 
as soon as possible for I believe it is a good field. 

Mrs. Helen Bittermann is laying an excellent foun- 
dation in Columbus for the Conference. She has made 
all hotel arrangements and is doing the best publicity 
we have had for many years, and lots of it. She has 
spoken before several business and professional wom- 
en’s groups and is in close touch with these and others. 
The publicity covers the state, and outside newspapers 
are taking it, as returning clippi show. This morn- 
ing she has spoken with the president of the Ohio Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, 
who has promised to send notices of the Conference 
to each of her organizations in Ohio. She thinks mem- 
bers will attend in considerable numbers. 

I am now trying to complete the correspondence with 
the distant states. By the end of this week I hope to 
be off for Indianapolis and points west. 


ACTION BY COUNCIL OF WOMEN 


by Jane Norman Smith 


Delegates from 41 organizations of women, rep- 
resenting a membership of 3,000,000 women, as- 
sembled at the Hotel Vanderbilt, New York, on 
October 15th, 1935, for the biennial convention 
of the National Council of Women. National 
Woman’s Party delegates were appointed by 
Florence Bayard Hilles, Chairman of the National 
Council: Jane Norman Smith, as proxy for Mrs. 
Hilles, Mrs. Stephen Pell, Mrs. Lloyd Williams, 
Mrs. Herbert S. Black and Charlotte H. Dixon. 

Action by the convention which is of particular 
interest to the Woman’s Party was the adoption 
of two resolutions concerning the rights of women. 
The first was introduced by Miss Charl Williams, 
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President of the National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs, seconded by 
Jane Norman Smith and unanimously carried: 


Be It Resolved that the National Council of Women 
urge upon its member organizations that they give due 
consideration to the serious threat to the security of 
the position of women inherent in the crisis, and that 
they affirm their belief both in the right of women to 
work on terms of equality with men and in their right 
to bear their full share of the responsibility for tating 
democracy effective. 

The second resolution was offered by the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party delegates and was also 
unanimously carried. It read: | 

Resolved that this convention recommend to the 
organizations affiliated with the National Council of 
Women a careful study of Senate and House Joint Reso- 
lution No. 1, known as the Lucretia Mott Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution, which reads: 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout 
the United States and every place subject to its juris- 
dicti on.“ 


Be It Further Resolved that the officers of the National 
Council of Women be directed to mail to each affiliated 
organization a copy of this resolution. 


WOMAN’S ARCHIVES CENTER 
IS LAUNCHED 


A plan for a Woman’s Archives Center has 
been proposed to women’s organizations by a 
group of women headed by Mary R. Beard. 

The organizing committee in setting forth its 


plan wrote: 


We want to see this Center established and the finest 
ible collection of records assembled there—records 
of individual — aspiration and social achieve- 
ment (or failure if such there be) and records of or- 
le, aspiration and achievement (or fail- 

ure if such there be). 

But we want more than shelves filled with records. 
It is our idea to make this Center a vital educational 
plant in which the culture represented by the archives 
will receive the attention at present given in “seats of 
higher learning” to the culture of men alone. By this 
agency we hope to provide an equal education which is 
sadly lacking now. 5 

. the archives of women, to 
study and discuss with men as well as women the 
totality of culture represented by the two sexes. In 
this way—and in this way alone—can men or women 
really understand how life and labor go on, how ideas 
and interests are formulated and develo what re- 
lation the work and ideals of one sex bear to the other 
sex. Hitler is now shouting to the world that —v 
is no basis for the State. In this Center we may demon- 
strate that equality is a firm foundation for State. 


ait” Beard in writing further of the project 


The scheme for the Woman’s Archives Center strikes 
my mind as the best possible way to increase the im- 

rtance of women by showing how important they have 
ee been—how indispensable in fact to public life in 
all its aspects (except such events as bull fighting 
perhaps). I see in this scheme the best—and ered 
the only—way to turn defeat into victory. That de- 
feat stares us all in the face seems more likely every 
day to me. We need some new way to dramatize our 
— * after dramatizing our rights, do we not? Or 
rather, while we are driving for our rights, I should 


say. 
The first conference for discussion of the pro- 
was held on October 17th in New York City. 
Jane Norman Smith represented the National 
Woman * Party and assisted in launching the 
proj 


THE FLORIDA VICTORY 


by Helen Hunt West : 
Chairman, Florida Branch of the Woman’s Party 


The Woman’s Party of Florida is happy to re- 
port a big forward step—the passage of the Flor- 
ida 50-50 law for all political parties. This meas- 
ure was introduced in and piloted through the 
legislature by the Woman’s Party of Florida. 


The new enactment amends the existing primary 
law so as to give Florida women full political equal- 
ity with men in the party organizations. In other 
words, where formerly the executive committees 
of all political parties were composed exclusively 
of men the new statute makes it mandatory that 
all these committees—county, state and congres- 
sional—shall be composed equally of men and 
women. This means one man and one woman 
from each of the election precincts in Florida on 
the county committees; one man and one woman 
from each of the sixty-seven counties of the state 
on the state executive committee; one man and one 
woman from each of the congressional districts 
in the State on the congressional committee. Other- 
wise the committees would henceforth be illegally 
constituted. 

This is one of the most revolutionary and far- 
reaching pieces of legislation in the history of the 
state. It removes the last political discrimination 
against women in Florida. 


Selections of women for the positions specified 
under the new law are being made at the moment 
of writing. The immediate result will be the 
placing of approximately 1,400 women in the gov- 
o— ranks of the party organizations of our 


MORE ENDORSEMENTS OF THE 
AMENDMENT 


On October 7th the Abraham Lincoln Circle 
No. 3 of the Department of the Potomac of the 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic unani- 
mously adopted a resolution endorsing the pro- 
posed Equal Rights Amendment. On October 14th 
the Oldroyd Circle of the Department of the 
Potomac adopted a similar resolution. The reso- 
lutions were proposed at both meetings by Miss 
Rebecca Blaine, South Dakota member of the Con- 
gressional Committee of the Woman’s Party. 


The action by these two Circles followed the 
endorsement of the Amendment by the recent 
national Convention at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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THE CAMPAIGN AT GENEVA 
by Madeleine Doty 
omen’s Consultative Committee on N 
BELIEVE that a big step has been taken at 
I Geneva toward a new deal and a new day for 
women. 

It seems to me that in view of what has hap- 
pened the next thing is to have still more vigorous 
national campaigns and get the question of the 
status of women pushed further along nationally. 
There will then be every reason for taking the 
matter up again internationally, building on the 
foundation that has been laid here. 

The person who made the biggest impression 
among the delegates was undoubtedly Madame 
Kollontai. She was so strong for the cause and 
so untiring and diplomatic and persuasive. She is 
moreover a fine speaker both in English and 
French. Another woman delegate who was active 
in helping was Miss Johanne Reutz, of Norway. 
Mr. Gajardo of Chile led our nationality campaign 
in the Assembly. Mr. Hearne of Ireland introduced 
the resolution on the full status of women. Three 
women delegates, Miss Forchhammer (Denmark), 
Miss Hesselgren (Sweden), and Miss Westergaard 
(Denmark) spoke for us in addition to Madame 
Kollontai and Miss Reutz. — 

And now as to the campaign outside of the As- 
sembly. Madame Duchene arrived from Paris 
with two hundred women and a great willingness 
to help. Betty Archdale and Charlotte Marsh came 
from England, representing the Six Point Group. 
Mrs. Linda Littlejohn was here from Australia on 
behalf of the Equal Rights International. Miss L. 
C. A. van Eeghen was here from Holland repre- 
senting the International Council of Women, of 
which she is Honorary Secretary-General. Dr. 
Rosa Welt Straus, of Palestine, represented the All 
Asian Conference of Women. Dr. Renee Girod, of 
Switzerland, represented the International Council 
of Women. Madame Hekimi of Persia and Miss 
Anna Nilsson of Sweden were here as officers of 
the Equal Rights International. Madame Ellen 
Harop of Denmark and Madame Eugenie Meller of 
Hungary represented the Women’s International 
League. The Irish women’s organizations sent 


official representatives, as did women’s societies 


from a large number of countries. From the United 
States there were four women—all members of 
the Woman’s Party—Abby Scott Baker of Wash- 
ington, Lola Maverick Lloyd of Illinois, Mabel 
Vernon of Delaware, and myself. Mrs. Baker acted 
for the Inter-American Commission of Women and 
the rest of us represented the Women’s Inter- 
national League. 

Madame Duchene organized a deputation, under 
the Women’s World Committee against War and 
Fascism, to the President of the Assembly. She 
also held a splendid public meeting in Geneva. This 
was most valuable for most of her women were 
working women and they came out against special 
protective laws for women except those for moth- 
erhood. 

There are two things that perhaps are a source 


of weakness in the resolutions that were finally 
passed. One is that in the study of the status of 
women the question was divided up and the eco- 
nomic status handed over to the International 
Labor Office. The other is that the whole matter 
was left to a future Assembly and taken off the 
agenda of the next Assembly. There were fourteen 
votes in the Committee to take it off the n 

agenda and ten for keeping it on. | 


The resolutions as finally adopted read: 


On Nationality 
The Assembly, 


After study of the item of its agen “Nati 
of Women: Convention on the Nationality of — 
concluded on December 26th, 1933, at the Conference 
of American States at Montevideo”; 


Recalling its resolutions of October 12th, 1932, and 
October 11th, 1933, by which it requested the Govern- 
ments to give information as to the effect which 
have found it possible to give to Recommendation 
of The Hague Codification Conference of 1930; 


Recalling its resolution of October 1 — * 


ing the collaboration of women with 
Nations; 


Considering that the collaboration of women is par- 
ticularly desirable in the study of matters which spe- 
cially concern them; 


Conscious of the importance of the subject: 


(1) Remarks with interest the achievement accom- 
plished by the American States in drawing * a Con- 
vention in accordance with Recommendation of the 
Conference of The Hague of 1930; 


(2) Draws the attention of the Members of the 
League of Nations to the fact that the Montevideo Con- 
vention is open to the accession of all States; 


(3) Thanks the women’s international associations 
for the assistance which they have rendered and will 
render to the League of Nations in this field; 


(4) Renews its recommendation that the States which 


have signed The Hague Convention of 1930 will deposit | 


their ratifications at an early date; 


(5) Requests the Council to continue to follow the 
development of this important problem, both in the 
national and in the international field, in order to deter- 
mine when such development has reached a point at 
which further co international action would be 


justified. 
On Equal Rights in General 
The Assembly, 


Noting that the question of the status of women was 
placed on the agenda of the present session for examina- 
tion, at the instance of a number of delegations, with 
particular reference to the Equal Rights Treaty signed 
at Montevideo on December 26th, 1933, by representa- 
tives of the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay 
and Uruguay; 


Considering that the terms of the Equal Rights Trea 
should be examined in relation to the existing politi 
civil and economic status of women under laws of 
the countries of the world; 


Recognizing that the question of conditions of em- 
ployment, whether of men or women, is a matter which 
pt ong falls within the sphere of the International 

bor nization : 


(1) Decides that the ion of the tical and 
civil status of women shall be referred by the Secretary- 
General to the Governments for their observations, in- 
cluding observations as to the action which in their 
view the League might take in this matter, and that the 
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Governments shall be requested to supply to the 
Secretary-General, together with their observations, in- 
formation as to the ‘existing political and civil status 
of women under their res ve national laws; 


(2) Recommends that the women’s international or- 
ganizations should continue their study of the whole 
queston of the political and civil status of women; 


(3) Requests that the observations and information 
communicated by the Governments and the statements 
of the said international organizations shall be sent to 
the Secretary-General for consideration by the Assem- 
bly of the League of Nations at a subsequent session; 


(4) Expresses the hope that the International Labor 
Organization will, in accordance with its normal pro- 


cedure, undertake an examination of those aspects of 


the problem within its competence—namely, the ques- 
tion of equality under labor legislation—and that it 
will, in the first place, examine the question of legis- 
lation which effects discriminations, some of which may 
be detrimental to women’s right to work. 


REPORTS FROM GENEVA 


From Helen Polacheck, 
former Secretary of American Russian Institute. 


I have been following the debate in the As- 
sembly of the League on Nationality and the 
Status of Women. Three cheers for the progress 
made. It is ! 


From Madame Eugenie Meller, President of 
Hungarian Association for Rights of Women. 


Here I am in Geneva trying to help the Wom- 
en’s Consultative Committee in work for the 
Equality Treaties. Yesterday I took part in a 
private reception at Mr. Benes, President of the 
Assembly, who seemed very well inclined towards 
our cause. 


It will interest you to know that another great 
injustice has been done us in Hungary: new re- 
strictive legislation affecting the legal profession 
is in preparation which contains most reactionary 
provisions. It hurts us strongly in that in one 
clause it is actually stated that: “a member of 
the Chamber of Lawyers can be only one of the 
male sex.” This means virtually the prohibition 
of women becoming lawyers since every prac- 
ticing lawyer has to become a member of the 
Chamber. 


You can see what it means to us in Hungary 
to have the inspiration and encouragement and 
help that comes from this fight for equality by 
the valiant group of women at Geneva—and 
especially from you from America who have given 
us such brave and wonderful leadership. 


From International Council of Women. 


Geneva was the scene of even more animation 
this year than on former occasions during the 
Assembly. On the one side, the Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict occupied everybody’s mind, on the other 
side the two Montevideo Treaties on Nationality 
and the Status of Women which appeared on the 
Agenda of the Assembly brought numerous women 
from various countries and representing many 
organizations to Geneva. 


From Women’s Consultative Committee on Nationality 
created by League of Nations Council— 


Miss L. C. A. Van Eeghen, Acting Chairman. 


_ For the first time in history the status of women 
was the topic of debate in an international body 
comprising the governments of the world. The 
subject of equality between men and women in 
connection with the Montevideo Treaties on Na- 
tionality and on the Status of Women was referred 
by the 1935 Assembly to its First Committee and 
there for five days the two questions were dis- 
cussed with the utmost interest. 

Among the women delegates we had our cus- 
tomary support from Miss Forchhammer of Den- 
mark, Miss Hesselgren of Sweden, and Mme, Ciur- 
lionis of Lithuania, and we discovered new cham- 
pions in Mme. Kollontai of the U. S. S. R., Dr. 
Reutz of Norway and Mrs. Yen-Chen of China. 
After Mr. Hearne’s eloquent introduction of the 
resolution on equal rights the debate was opened 
with spirit by Anna Westergaard, substitute dele- 
gate from Denmark. The British Empire, Spain 
and France were more favorable than before. Of 
the fifteen Pan-American Nations in this Assem- 
bly, fourteen gave support to both resolutions. 
The representatives of Turkey, Czechoslovakia 
and Yugoslavia spoke strongly for our cause and, 
with Rumania and Greece, signed the supple- 
mentary statement in Mr. Gajardo’s report. 

During September two large delegations of 
women went to President Benes. One group of 
nearly three hundred representing ten large or- 
ganizations, including the Women’s Consultative 
Committee, emphasized, among other subjects, the 
importance of the two Equality Treaties. An- 
other group of two hundred women, who arrived 
a few days too late for the first deputation, marched 
in the rain from the Gare Cornavin to the Palais 
des Nations to present to President Benes wom- 
en’s demand for peace and equality. 

Fresh interest in women’s struggle for equal 
status, legal, political, and above all, economic, is 
sure to result from the whole swift development 
in the international field this year. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Robert Adamson—A Friend 

In the passing on a few weeks ago of Robert 
Adamson the National Woman’s Party has been 
deprived of one of its firmest friends and sup- 
porters. It cannot, however, be deprived of the 
inspiration and the good which has accrued to the 
work because of that supporting friendship. This 
was evidenced on many occasions, through the 
years, beginning with the days of the militant 
suffrage campaign when Mrs. Adamson fearlessly 
joined the ranks of picketers“ and Mr. Adamson 
gave his encouragement. His last act of co- 
operation was in the magnificent help given Mrs. 
Adamson in her Chairmanship of the Susan B. 
Anthony Memorial Committee. The National 
Woman’s Party is grateful for a friendship that 
= 8 ready to prove itself, in time and in 

ort. | 
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